Drug Felony Disqualification

Welfare reform legislation permanently disqualifies people from FSP participation if they
have been convicted of a state or federal felony offense involving the use or sale of drugs.
State legislatures can opt out of the penalty entirely or choose to impose less severe
restrictions. Examples of these modified approaches are 1) limiting the circumstances in
which permanent disqualification applies--such as only when convictions involve the sale
of drugs, 2) requiring the person convicted to submit to drug testing, 3) requiring
participation in a drug treatment program, and/or 4) imposing a temporary
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